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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) An isolated polyp eptid e, wherein the consisting of on amino 
acid sequence of said polypeptide consists of s e l e ct e d from the group consisting of : 

{a) on amino acid s e quenc e shown ia SEQ ID NO:2ri 

an amino acid sequenc e of an all e lic variant of cm amino acid sequenc e 

shown in SEQ ID NO;2, wher e in said all e lic variant is encoded by a nucl e ic ocid moloouJo 
that hybridises under stringent conditions to th e opposite strand of a nuoloic acid mol e cul e 
shown in SEQ ID NOS;l or 3; 

(e) an amino acid sequenc e of an ortholog of an amino aoid sequenc e shown in 

SEQ ID NO:2, wherein said ortholog is encoded by a nucleic acid mol e cule that hybridizes 
under string e nt conditions to the opposite strand of a nucl e ic aoid molecule shown in SEQ 
H)NOS:lor3;and 

a fragment of on amino acid s e qu e nc e shown in SEQ ID NO:2, wh e rein said 

fragm e nt comprises at least 10 contiguoHs amino acids, 

2 (currently amended) An isolated polyp eptid e, wherein the comprising on amino 
acid sequence of said polypeptide comprises s e lect e d from the group consisting -^ 

(a) an amino acid s e quenc e shown in SEQ ID NO:2.-f 

{fe) an amino aoid sequenc e of an all e lic variant of an amino acid s e quenc e 

shown in SEQ ID NO:2» wh e r e in said all e lic variant is encoded by a nucl e ic aoid moloculo 
fe at - hybridiz e s und e r stringent o e aditions to th e opposite strand of a nucleic acid molecul e 
shown in SEQ ID NOS:l or 3; 

(e) an amino aoid sequence of on ortholog of on amino acid sequ e nce shown in 

SEQ ID NO:2, wherein said ortholog is e ncoded by a nuoloic acid mol e cule that hybridizes 
under string e nt conditions to th e oppoaito strand of a nucl e ic acid moloottt e s hown in SEQ 
K>NOS:lor3;ond 

(d) — a fragment of an amino aoid sequ e nc e shown in SEQ ID NO:2, wh e r e in said 
fragm e nt comprises at leant 10 contiguous amino a eidfe 
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3. (currently amended) An isolated antibody that selectively binds to a polypeptide 
e£etem-3, wherein the amino acid seque nce of said polypeptide consists of SEP ID NOj . 

4-23. (canceled) 

24. (new) An isolated antibody that selectively binds to a polypeptide, wherein 
the amino acid sequence of said polypeptide comprises SEQ ID NO:2. 

25. (new) The antibody of claim 3, wherein the antibody is a monoclonal 
antibody, 

26. (new) The antibody of claim 24, wherein the antibody is a monoclonal 
antibody. 

27. (new) The antibody of claim 3, wherein the antibody is coupled to a 
detectable substance. 

28. (new) The antibody of claim 24, wherein the antibody is coupled to a 
detectable substance. 

29. (new) The antibody of claim 25, wherein the antibody is coupled to a 
detectable substance. 

30. (new) The antibody of claim 26, wherein the antibody is coupled to a 
detectable substance. 

3 1 . (new) A composition comprising the antibody of claim 3 and a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 
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32. (new) A composition comprising the antibody of claim 24 and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable earner, 

33. (new) A composition comprising the antibody of claim 25 and a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier. 

34. (new) A composition comprising the antibody of claim 26 and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

35. (new) An isolated antibody fragment that selectively binds to a polypeptide, 
wherein the amino acid sequence of said polypeptide consists of SEQ ID NO:2, and wherein 
the antibody fragment comprises a fiagment selected from the group consisting of: 

a) an Fab fragment; 

b) an F(ab*)2 fragment; and 

c) an Fv fragment. 

36. (new) An isolated antibody fragment that selectively binds to a polypeptide, 
wherein the amino acid sequence of said polypeptide comprises SEQ ID NO:2, and wherein 
the antibody fragment comprises a fragment selected from the group consisting of: 

a) an Fab fragment; 

b) an F(ab')2 fragment; and 

c) an Fv fragment. 

37. (new) A composition comprising the polypeptide of claim 1 and a 
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

3 8. (new) A composition comprising the polypeptide of claim 2 and a 

pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 
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